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A demonstration on Feb. 14 in front of the president's residence by some 500 ex-army combatants
ended violently with at least three policemen seriously wounded and five demonstrators injured
or arrested. Several politically divergent sources have charged that the protesters, who were
demanding benefits due them from their wartime service, are being manipulated by forces
interested in destabilizing the democratization process.
As part of the peace accords signed by the government and the rebel Farabundo Marti para la
Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) in January 1992, ex-combatants were promised pensions, social
benefits, and land. However, the government has only complied partially with these commitments
due, they claim, to a lack of funds. The delay has provoked widespread discontent and resulted
in several demonstrations by frustrated veterans. On Jan. 24, for example, hundreds of protesting
veterans belonging to the Asociacion de Desmovilizados de las Fuerzas Armadas (ADEFAES) took
over several government buildings and held some government workers hostage to draw attention to
their plight.
The demonstrations ended the next day when the government promised to begin implementing
social programs within ten days (see NotiSur, 01/27/95). However, another round of protests
erupted on Feb. 14. In one demonstration in the capital, some 500 ex-combatants from demobilized
government security forces clashed with anti- riot forces of the new civilian police (PNC) in front
of the president's residence, where President Armando Calderon Sol was meeting with Spanish
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. In the ensuring melee, three police agents were seriously injured
and at least five veterans were arrested or injured. In addition, the tear gas used to disperse the mob
filtered into the president's residence forcing Gonzalez to halt the press conference he was holding.
Government sources condemned the violence and said the demonstrators were trying to disrupt and
discredit the peace process. President Calderon Sol's office issued a statement urging the veterans
not to be "used" by people promoting "false expectations," although the statement did not explain
who "they" referred to. PNC director Rodrigo Avila also warned of "nefarious plans by dark forces"
to derail the country's nascent democracy. He said the recent rash of protests, kidnappings, and
assassinations occurring around the country were not chance occurrences. "There is too much
happening at one time," warned Avila. For its part, the Jesuit-run Central American University
(UCA) also blamed the incidents on political manipulation, but in contrast to the government, the
UCA directly blamed disaffected members of the military. "It would not be surprising to find that
the demobilized veterans are being organized on army bases," read a statement issued by the UCA,
which denounced "the advance of the armed forces in the political camp."
According to the UCA, hard line military personnel are instigating the demonstrations to create
a public sensation that "the country lacks political direction, that the new PNC is incompetent,
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and that the armed forces should be allowed to recover the responsibilities it lost within the state
apparatus as part of the peace accords." Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez the country's
most prominent Roman Catholic prelate since the death of Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas in
November seemed to agree with the UCA. "A movement of such magnitude cannot be a matter of
simple improvisation," said Rosa Chavez.
"Recent events should be carefully examined. How could so many men from diverse points of the
country be organized so well?" In fact, on Feb. 20, UCA vice rector Rodolfo Cardenal announced that
university authorities had received credible information from "reliable sources" that demonstrated
that groups connected to the military are manipulating the veterans to create the appropriate
conditions for a for a coup d'etat. Cardenal called on Defense Minister Humberto Corado to
investigate the charges immediately and put an end to what appears to be "a dangerous slide
toward chaos." (Sources: Notimex, 01/29/95, 02/14/95; Reuters, 02/14/95; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/14/95, 02/15/95; Agence France-Presse, 02/14/95, 02/15/95,
02/20/95)
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